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Hello All ,  
 

Welcome to the second IFDA newsletter. In it, youôll find a plethora of information varying from 

tournament reports to the trials and tribulations of a National team, with the history of one of the top Irish 

teams in there too, as well as information on the committees work this past year and information on the 

AGM. This newsletter was Paul Croninôs brainchild, to provide an insight into the committeeôs activities, as 

well as providing a non mailing list outlet for peopleôs reports, news and photos. If you want to make your 

voice heard to your ultimate brethren, please e-mail ifdanewsletter@gmail.com.  
 

The role of president within the IFDA is not like in a lot of organisations, where I would be a figurehead 

shaking hands and kissing babies (or vice versa). It is more of a coordinating role, keeping an eye on all of 

the committeeôs work and liaising with other organisations. Iôd like to thank the entire committee for their 

tireless work so far this year. Iôve been absolutely amazed by how much initiative and hard work has been 

shown in the year since the AGM. Also, a big thanks to the countless people in the ultimate community who 

put in a huge amount of work in promoting and developing the sport, whether it be through the running of 

tournaments, captaincy of teams or facilitation of pick up. Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 

Irish ultimate is currently in a transitional phase from a small to a medium-sized community, itôs refreshing 

to turn up to each tournament and see new faces (no offence to all the old faces, of course). It is no longer 

the case that a tournament in Ireland suffers because one team is overseas, which is very healthy. This was 

evidenced recently when a well-attended Cork Beach took place while both the Ireland Open and Mixed 

Tour teams were abroad. 

 

On the pitch, the standard of Irish ultimate has improved incredibly quickly, due to the hard work of captains 

and coaches and an innate hunger in the community to learn and play. This year already, we saw DCU take 

UK womenôs indoor nationals, Ireland Open beat Germany and The Netherlands in Berlin and the Irish 

Women beating a host of big names (Primavera Olandese, Leeds and France to name but a few) on the way 

to the final in Amsterdam.  

 

All of these would have been unthinkable even a couple of years ago, and teams are now beginning to see 

Ireland as an ultimate force to be respected. Naturally, we donôt want this improvement to come at the cost 

of spirit and luckily it hasnôt, with Ireland (European Beach), Trinity (University Mixed Outdoor Nationals, 

UK) and Ireland (Nations Cup & Worlds) among the recent teams to win spirit prizes abroad. 
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