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Introduction 

 

Dear IFDA Members, 

  

Welcome to the first ever IFDA Newsletter. How exciting! In this issue you will find reports 

on recent events in Irish Ultimate, details of the progress of the committee on numerous 

fronts, photos of players strutting their stuff, results from various tournaments and much 

other disc-related news. Everything in this newsletter has been compiled by the current 

committee, both photographs and articles! 

 

It is the hope of the IFDA to develop channels of communication between the committee and 

the paying members. Often there has been confusion as to what the committee does and as to 

where the membership-generated funds go. These issues are clarified below in some detail 

along with a summary of some of the tasks being worked on as of late. 

 

Should this endeavour prove to be a popular one, the committee are looking to develop it 

further. Current thought points towards having it as a quarterly publication. As this project is 

in its infancy the committee would appreciate your understanding and support as we iron out 

the small details. For any advice, comments, feedback or ideas please email 

ifdanewsletter@gmail.com 

 

This newsletter is designed to be as informative as possible. If you feel some areas have been 

neglected, please let us know. Although there was little interaction with the IFDA community 

for this edition, that mantra is a one off.  Whether it is an article you are interested in 

submitting, photographs you want included, a topic you want to be covered or simply 

offering to help out, we want to hear from you.  
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The Aims and Role of the IFDA 

The question that inevitably (and rightly) 

follows the request of IFDA Membership is 

what these fees are used for. The following 

is a list of the aims and objectives of the 

IFDA as well as its financial commitments. 

This document is designed to outline how 

your governing body is currently run, show 

where your money goes and show you why 

your membership is important to us.  

 

It is important to understand that all of the 

money received by the IFDA goes back 

into Irish Ultimate. Similarly, the 

committee has, year on year, strived to 

improve many aspects of the game. The 

work they do is tedious and time consuming but they do it for the love of the sport. Without 

their drive, ambition and dedication the future for Irish Ultimate would be uncertain.  

 

These voluntary workers, along with the many Tournament Directors, Club Committees, 

Photographers, and National Teams Fundraisers are doing an immense amount of work in 

furthering the sport. The IFDA is committed to being open and transparent with all its 

endeavours and is readily available for questions or comments at 

committee@irishultimate.com  
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Aims: 

The aims of the IFDA committee are: 

o To facilitate the growth of Ultimate Frisbee in Ireland  

o To promote, encourage and further establish Ultimate at a schools level 

o To increase participation in the sport at all levels 

o To ensure all adults playing the game are registered 

o To increase the profile of Irish Ultimate 

o To work with South Dublin County Council, Dublin City Council and Fingal County 

Council at 'Family Days', taster sessions, activity days and other such workshops, 

further raising the profile of Ultimate. 

o To bring about the coaching of PE teachers to further schools growth  

o To offer its expert advice to any budding tournament directors 

o To formulate tournament guidelines to help new tournament directors & to 

standardise the way tournaments are run in Ireland 

  

Finance: 

Each year the committee uses the fees collected from players, clubs and universities for many 

tasks. Examples of these are the following: 

o The preparation and production of starters packs for new clubs  

o The organisation of a number of tournaments throughout the year for IFDA members 

to participate in including (but not limited to): 

o several hat tournaments 

o Indoor Regionalôs (Open & Women) 

o Outdoor Regionalôs  

o The inaugural Mixed Al l Ireland Championships 

o The funding of Womenôs Indoor Regionalôs  

o The promotion of the National teams through fundraising and sponsorship 

o The insurance of its members with Alliance 

o The payment of WFDF affiliation fees 

o The buying of Discraft discs to sell on to individuals, clubs and schools  

o The purchasing of EUC DVDs for resale 
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Further Work: 

The committee endeavours to increase playing and learning opportunities for its players each 

year through various initiatives including: 

 

Irish Sports Council Recognition 

The committee have been in contact 

with Federation for Irish Sports with a 

view to becoming members of this 

organisation. The committee received a 

positive response from them and will 

contact them again in the summer as 

they are currently reviewing their 

constitution. Last year the committee 

set in motion a 3 year plan in order to 

fulfil ISC criteria on becoming an officially recognised sport on behalf of their members.  

 

The plan is on track to fulfil requirements of ISC recognition in 3 years, with fee paying 

members and a ratified constitution being two of the measures introduced to help with this 

process. The plan also involves the auditing of the IFDA accounts, the gathering of accurate 

censuses and the development of Ultimate across the country. Once recognised the IFDA will 

be able to work with the Sports Council, apply for grants, register with the National Coaching 

Training College amongst many other benefits. 

The criteria for ISC recognition can be made available on request by emailing 

committee@irishultimate.com  

 

Discs 

More discs were purchased to keep a supply for our members. Many of these discs will be 

sold as part of a Schools Kit in an attempt to facilitate the growth of the Schools sector of the 

IFDA. There are plans to make further orders of discs to ensure that we have a constant 

supply which is readily available at a competitive rate. 
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University Affiliations 

University fees were collected at the 

start of the year and were spent 

primarily on WFDF Affiliation fees 

and Insurance fees. Individual 

membership fees have been collected, 

and will continue to be collected 

throughout the year. These fees are 

necessary to help fund a lot of the 

committee projects currently in place 

for the Irish Ultimate community. They are also a prerequisite for Irish Sports Council 

funding as well as a way of ensuring accuracy in the annual census of Irish Ultimate.  

For any further queries about Finances contact Séamas Kinsella at 

treasurer@irishultimate.com 

 

IFDA Kit Bag 

The committee sent out a request to its members to donate their old discs back to the IFDA. 

These discs were gathered together in order for them to be used as a kit bag which could be 

used by coaches going out to do sessions in schools or coaching clinics elsewhere. 

 

First Aid Kit 

The committee are in the process of sourcing a First Aid Kit which can be used specifically 

for its events, and those member events that request it. It will be as comprehensive as possible 

and it is hoped that it will be maintained by concurrent committees on a regular basis. 

 

Coaching Course 

The committee attempted to facilitate the running of another Level 1 UKUA Coaching 

Course in Ireland. When it became apparent that this course would not be happening, the 

committee decided to develop its own coaching course for its members. This course is 

currently a work in progress and it is hoped that it will be rolled out before the next 

University season. 
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Schools 

A schools clinic took place on April 19th in which 11 PE teachers attended. Schools from 

Dublin, Limerick, Meath and Kildare were represented. The IFDA subsidised coaching packs 

consisting of a coaching manual, 8 discs and a DVD for each school. A forum has also been 

set up for schools around Ireland to encourage and promote the development of Ultimate in 

schools in the future. 

 

This clinic will now take place annually if not twice each year. This is the first step towards 

Ultimate being played throughout schools in Ireland. 

 

Further, the first Schools Tournament will take place on Wednesday 14th May.  This event 

will be hosted by UCD and the IFDA and will bring together new and existing schools 

ultimate players for an afternoon of open, womenôs and mixed games. 


